
If you truly love nature, you will find beauty everywhere.
- Van Gogh

The Camps Program at Albert Park College was built upon our belief that every student 
should learn to appreciate the raw beauty of the natural environment. Camping under 
the stars, learning to build a campfire and simply learning the skills to camp in the bush 
underpin our middle year’s camps program.

These early outdoor experiences are underpinned by our family led camps. A program 
unique to Albert Park College, the model is built on parents and their children camping 
together under school supervision. It is a wonderful way for families to bond and build 
shared experiences. 

The family led Alpine camps have now been running for seven years with over 350 parents 
and students hiking in the high country under the leadership of parents Dominic Grounds, 
David Burdett and teacher James Wallace-Smith. It is a wild and beautiful place subject 
to rapidly changing weather conditions.

As James Wallace-smith says: “The Victorian High Country is a pretty special place and I 
do enjoy taking APC parents & students up there to experience it. I also enjoy how much 
they enjoy these hikes and it does motivate me to keep doing them. Once we are up 
there in the Victorian High Country, with a group of like-minded people who are willing 
to join me on a 3-day hike in the mountains in all sorts of conditions, I am always glad to 
be there.”
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IMPORTANT DATES 

Thursday 3rd May, 2pm - 6pm
Open Day

4th May - 6th May
Generations in Jazz  Camp

Monday 7th May
SEAL 2019 - Registration closes

Tuesday 8th May, 7pm
Annual General Meeting
APC Library

Saturday 12th May
Year 7 2019 SEAL Exam
APC - Danks St

Monday 14th May
Year 10 Immunisations

15th May - 17th May
Years 7 & 9 NAPLAN

Tuesday 15th May 6pm -7pm
Year 11 World Challenge
Madagascar Info Evening

Wednesday 16th May
Piano Evening 5pm - 6pm
Southport Uniting Church

Tuesday 22nd May 6pm -7pm
New York City Tour Info Evening

Thursday 24th May
Athletics Day

Thursday 31st May, 3.30-
5.30pm
Year 12 Parent/Teacher 
interviews



AGM Notice
APC will hold it’s Annual General Meeting on Tuesday May 8th from 7pm in the main campus library.

Our latest family led camp was designed for the 
passionate horse- riders in our school community.  
Coonawarra Trail Rides in East Gippsland offer 
accommodation in a rustic century-old barn and 
picturesque trail rides across East Gippsland for 
beginners through to experienced riders.  

This camp was initiated by Casey Berry, our camps 
coordinator, and I want to pay tribute to the work she 
does in ensuring that all our camps are so well run 
across the year.

As winter approaches, I know that many members 
of our community are looking forward to the annual 
ski camps. The Junior Ski Camp will follow the same 
model, with our parents and students leading the 
organization and running of the camps.

Our outdoor education camps build core skills in 
areas as diverse as rock climbing and white water 
rafting while developing a keen understanding of the 
environment. 

At Year 9, the camps are a lot more immersive 
experience.  These “expeditions” run over a two-week 
period and students have the opportunity to make a 
difference to the environment.  

Groups of students work directly on the conservation 
and protection of endangered animals, such as turtles 
and sun bears and also explore the great barrier reef.  
These immersive, long-term camps are intended to 
raise environmental awareness but also to enable 
our students to experience the joy that comes from 
supporting other creatures and other environments 
beyond their own.

In the senior years, the camps have increasingly 
featured a cultural emphasis, such as our well-
established New Caledonia trip.  It is an opportunity 
to immerse ourselves in French culture and it is pretty 
inspiring to see our parents learning a new language 
alongside our students.
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The visual arts camp to New York allows our students 
to visit some of the most outstanding galleries in the 
word and also work directly with cutting-edge visual 
artists in the New York scene.

This weekend our music students are heading over to 
Mt Gambier to perform at the “Generations of Jazz” 
festival.  This festival brings together over 5,000 
students from the highest performing music schools 
in the nation. Run by James Morrison, students 
perform, workshop and simply enjoy watching the 
very best emerging musicians in Australia.

The most academic camps in our program are 
reserved for the senior years where we have well-
established study camps.  At Year 10 this is held at 
Lord Somers Camp and it is an opportunity to bring 
the whole group together to build their leadership 
skills and “set the scene” for VCE. 

For Year 12 students we move to ACMI in the city for a 
very adult lecture style experience, in state of the art 
facilities. It is a study camp designed to fully prepare 
our students for the final year of secondary school.

On Tuesday 15th of May, we will be launching our 
latest camp which will be a world challenge trip to 
Madagascar.  It is an alternative to the traditional 
“schoolies” experience that we feel better reflects 
our values. It is a community based, global adventure.

It has been amazing to watch the Camps Program 
grow over the past eight years. From the first family 
camp, symbolically held in the months before we 
opened at Albert Park College, to the vibrant program 
we run today. This year we will run over 20 camps 
across the year and each one will grow our student’s 
skills and experiences.  

The Camps Program is challenging, both physically 
and intellectually and it plays an important part in 
developing our students as global citizens.  

Steve Cook
Foundation Principal  
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Dance Show 2018 “Chakra”

At the start of of Term 1, the Albert Park 
College Dance Company performed ‘Chakra’, 
a full-length contemporary dance work at 
The Lawler Theatre at Melbourne Theatre 
Company. The show followed a narrative of 
each of the seven centres of spiritual power 
in the human body, allowing us to delve into 
the realm of the human body spirituality and 
psyche.

The dance show has always been a source 
of new friendships, personal growth, and 
above all an opportunity to collaborate with 
dancers with unique talents - this year was 
no exception. As we took our final bows on 
Friday night, I was filled with an immense 
feeling of pride and joy. It was such a 
bittersweet moment, as it marked the ending 
of the final Dance Show for many of the cast 
members in Year 12.
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Thank you to Miss Carracher and Patrick Meessmann, 
our guest choreographer for their never-ending hard 
work, support and guidance, and the dedication 
of every single dancer. Altogether it has been an 
incredible experience, one that I am sad to be leaving 
behind, but will only continue to grow in future.

Laure Petrie
Performing Arts Captain

VCE Dance Workshop with Kristy Ayers

On Monday, 23rd of April, Albert Park College hosted 
VCE Dance students from Wantirna College and St 
Francis Xavier College. 

The dancers were lucky enough to participate in 
a workshop with Kristy Ayers, former dancer with 
Chunky Move, and solo artist in the work they are 
studying for Unit 3 Dance! The session was invaluable 
for the dancers, with everyone leaving inspired and 
excited to continue achieving excellence in VCE 
Dance.

Reminder for bicycle riders: Students are to lock bikes to the bike racks provided. 
‘D’ locks are recommended for use when locking up bikes.
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Market Day 2018 
On Friday the 20th of April, students studying Unit 1/2 
of VCE Business Management had the opportunity to 
create their own product in small groups, and then 
market this product to the wider school community 
in order to emulate what it would be like to run a 
business. In participating in this activity, students 
were given first-hand experience in what it takes to 
run a business. This included students learning about 
things such as customer service and relations, small 
business funding, operations management, business 
accountability and marketing strategies.

The day was incredible in terms of the levels of 
creativity that students brought to the Market Stall, 
notably, one group consisting of three Business 
Management Students; Finlay Sturzaker, Sudarshan 
Lamichhane, and Thomas Benedict created an 
immersive pop-up bar type business. Customers 
were able to come into the bar area and pull up at 
tables while listening to music and sitting amongst 
lush green grass and plant-life. In speaking to Finlay 
in relation to the business idea, he stated that his 
group wanted to create a type of “mindfulness 
garden which offered an assortment of fancy soda-
based drinks”. 

On behalf of the Business Management students and 
teachers, we would like to express gratitude for the 
overwhelming amount of support that we received 
throughout the Market Day Stall. 

“A few days before the actual ‘Market Stall Day’ I was 
walking down the stairs at the end of class and could 
already hear groups of excited students discussing 
their opinions on what stalls were on offer and which 
group had the best deal. It was then when my group 
realised just how crazy this day would be. 

On the Friday morning students set up their stalls and 
we were all ready to sell out, which is exactly what 
happened to my group. Despite not making the highest 
profit, our stall known as ‘Sammy’s HSP’s’  provided 
Halal Snack Packs, which was halal certified kebab 
meat, chips, and different kinds of sauces all in one. 
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After everyone was set up, there was a sense of 
friendly rivalry in the courtyard as it was unknown to 
which stall would gain more popularity. From Dutch 
pancakes to hot chips, options were endless. Recess 
rapidly approached and students began racing out 
of class to try out everything that was on offer. At 
the start it was overwhelming, however, with strong 
teamwork, everything flowed together nicely. 

We had a quick break in period 3, discussed what 
could be done better, and before we knew it lunch had 
begun. There was no time to sit back and have a break, 
students yelling orders, meat being prepared, drinks 
being poured, dealing with money - it was stressful. 
At the end of lunch, we were all so relieved to have 
completed such a fun/demanding task.

After this super fun day, we all learned that running a 
small business does require a lot of effort as it is up to 
the owner/s to do all of the work, and it teaches you a 
lot about responsibility. 

On behalf of all Business Management students, we’d 
like to thank Ms Kononen and Ms Jessop for making this 
day possible and as successful as it came out to be.”

-Euan Hurley

Calling All Home Cooks - APC’s Family Cook Book 2018!

This year, the Albert Park College Hospitality Team are looking for family recipes to 
include in a cookbook that will be released at the end of the year.

These recipes can be absolutely anything that you like and we’ll be sure to give 
your recipe credit, in the final book. We’ll also be adding in a few hospitality crowd-
favourite recipes from previous years. 

We’d like to thank you for taking the time to send us your recipe. 

If your child has any interest in being a part of the hospitality/catering team,  they 
can keep an eye out on Compass as our club will be having its first session in Term 2.

Click here to submit your recipe

If you have any questions, please email them to lachlanblack@albertparkcollege.vic.edu.au 

https://goo.gl/forms/EQ9qZfeHnnTqVf013


The APC Hike on Mt Stirling

On Saturday 24th of March, an enthusiastic handful of 
Year sevens, a finger full of Year eights and an arm full 
of parents set off into the remote bushland around Mt 
Sterling on the annual APC Hike. To bravely go where 
no one has been before; except for everyone who had 
been there before!

At the crack of dawn and after a 3-hour drive, we 
arrived in Mansfield for a welcoming breakfast and 
a debrief by our fearless leaders, James and David.  
Following breakfast, we drove to the bottom of Mt 
Stirling, where we dressed for the elements and 
divided food rations for the long trek ahead.  

The air smelt fresh and cool while dazzling specs of 
water swirled around our heads before settling on the 
ground.  With tents, sleeping bags, clothes, food and 
drink - we set off like pack mules about to scale Mt 
Everest.  

While the temperature was somewhere close to 
zero, in no time at all we were heaving and sweating, 
struggling under the weight of our packs. It was about 
then that Mother Nature decided to cool us down.  
And cool down we did, splishing and sploshing our 
way up the hill to get to our first meeting point, a 
cabin in the wilderness, where we set up camp.
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Saturday night tucked us into bed in a rainstorm but 
Sunday woke us up to the amazing beauty the great 
Australian bush has to offer.  After breakfast, we set 
off for the second leg of our hike to Craigs Hut. Many 
found this section challenging; waterlogged, cold and 
without backpacks, we seemed to survive it on the 
way there and back with a few lollies, the amazing 
landscape and the good spirits of the group which 
kept everyone feeling great. We finally got there 
and all the kids played 40, 40 home base, cops and 
robbers, tag, gang up and hide and seek - clearly 
energised by the smell of the scrumptious meal 
being prepared by the tireless adults. Then we all sat 
around the campfire telling jokes to each other… “Did 
you hear the one about why the chicken crossed the 
road…” 

Mother Nature was keeping the best until last. 
Crawling out of our tents on Monday morning saw 
the landscape transformed under a blanket of snow. 
There was so much, we all made a snowman and had 
a massive snowball fight!  Packing up and starting 
the long walk back, my fingers were freezing and my 
pack was heavy but I was thrilled to have experienced 
this amazing adventure. 

The Hike was great, I loved it and I’m sure everyone 
else did as well. Yes, the rain and snow meant we 
were cold, but these challenges proved we have the 
strength and ability to face any obstacles life throws 
our way.  We wish to thank James and David and all 
the parents who accompanied us on this adventure - 
the hands and fingers are still here, as is the memory 
of this adventure which will last a lifetime! 

by Patrick Phillips 

Have a look at photos from our hikes from 2012 to 
2018 here! 
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https://youtu.be/g5-Bwg4EGh8
https://youtu.be/g5-Bwg4EGh8
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Horse Riding Camp 

A group of 20 APC Families from beginner to 
experienced horse riders spent four days last week 
riding through the beautiful Gippsland region on our 
first APC Families Horse Riding Camp which following 
this years success, will be back in 2019. Throughout 
this time students and parents were involved in 
developing horsemanship skills with regard horse 
care, with involvement in grooming and tacking up 
their horses, as well as developing their riding skills. 
The camp offered many opportunities for personal 
growth as well as developing a bond with others on 
the camp. The following is a recount from Sophia Dell, 
Year 7.

“Before the APC horse riding camp, I had never ridden 
a horse before so was uncertain of what the next few 
days would bring. As a first time rider, my experience 
was really enjoyable. 

The way that the days were planned made the 
whole camp enjoyable. Grooming our horses in the 
mornings was such a great way to bond with them 
and to feel comfortable around them. Everyone would 
help everyone, you could ask one of the instructors, 
parents, or students. After the trail rides, we would 
be able to have some downtime, you could read a 
book, play a board game, or do what myself and the 
other Year 7’s did and go hang out on the fence of 
the horses paddock feeding them treats. I think that I 
can speak for everyone who attended that the scenery 
was absolutely beautiful. Lush bushland, and a newly 
planted pine forest. Travelling up steep mountains 
and down through the gumtrees, the landscape was 
so similar, yet so different every day.

It was a chance to bond with not only your horses but 
also your parent. It was great to have someone there 
who you really trust. I also made new friends with 
others and it was so fun to spend my days with them. 
Being able to go and feed the horses over the fence in 
the evenings made it really enjoyable for me, because 
not only could I bond with my horse but I could hang 
out with friends. 

Overall it was a great experience, and being the first 
group to take part in this camp was so amazing. 
I definitely recommend that anyone who loves 
adventure, fun, or horses should do this camp.”



Land and Water Camp

At the end of Term 1, 40 students went on a Land and 
Water camp to Wonga Park, where they participated 
in activities such as; rock climbing, kayaking, abseiling, 
bush survival skills and river sledging, which is lying 
on an inflatable lilo travelling down the river on it. 

We also did caving, which was very exciting, as we 
had to crawl through rocks and fit into tight spaces. 
There was one caving obstacle where we had to lie on 
our backs in the water which was freezing and push 
our way through a tiny gap to get to the other side. 

During our bush survival skills session, we learnt how 
to treat snake bites and what to do if you get bitten 
by a snake.  

We also made some damper which is a traditional 
Australian soda bread. It is very easy to make; you 
mix flour and water and then put it next to the fire 
to cook.  It is a great alternative snack in camping 
situations.

by Ben Collis and Milan Burch (Year 9)
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Sport News

APC Swimming Team - Beachside Team Champions and Southern Metropolitan 
Region and State Champion Swimmers!

The Albert Park College swim team has had 
an incredibly successful season. Commencing 
competition in the annual beachside swimming 
competition, we dominated the pool winning many 
events throughout the day. 

We had a very strong showing in the relay events, 
with almost all of our teams placing 1st or 2nd in their 
respective categories. This helped us along the way to 
our first overall Beachside Swimming Carnival victory, 
finishing 150 points clear of our closest competitor.

A special mention to Ebony Faulkner, Frey Seckinger-
Crow and Samson Magasanik who were crowned as 
age division champions on the day.

Congratulations to all swimmers who qualified to 
represent APC at the Regional finals. All swimmers 
represented APC proudly. Congratulations to Ebony 
Faulkner for winning the 14 Years Breastroke, Kala 
Bailey for winning the girls 16 - 20 years 200m 
Freestyle and the 16 years medley and freestyle relay 
teams for winning their respective events.

A further congratulations to participants in the 16 
years medley relay team for taking out the State 
Titles in a dominant performance. Participants 
included: Ebony Faulkner, Hannah Magasanik, Kala 
Bailey, Mackenzie Michaels and Lucy DeGleria Cade.
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APC Rowing Program Competes at 
Sydney International Rowing Regatta APC Cross Country Records!

APC’s rowing program has had the chance to compete 
in a number of regattas, where everyone raced well 
and the school has had a lot of wins! 

All of APC’s crews competed at states and represented 
the college proudly, with our year ten division one 
girl’s crew (Hannah Magasanik, Sophie Koo, Lucy De 
Gleria Cade and Annabelle Sterkenburg) becoming 
Victoria State Champions in the open B grade event, 
which is mainly club rowers made up of adults.  They 
have also had the chance to compete at a national 
level at the Sydney International Rowing Regatta. The 
girls competed in the under 17’s event, over 2000m 
and the schoolgirl sprint over 500m.

Congratulations to the following students for beating 
the APC Cross Country Record in their respective age 
groups and distances in the recent Cross Country 
Trials.

Year 8: Ella Tobin (5km): 21 min 03 sec
Year 7: Isabel Bacon (3km): 12 min 01 sec

All qualifiers will represent APC at the Beachside 
Cross Country Event on Tuesday 22nd May.
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Eloisa Moses-
McMahon
Year 10
The chicken

Oliver Iakhontov
Year 7
Break Dancing

Laura Heron
Year 11 
The shimmy

Leila Davis
Year 8
The shuffle

Oscar Paulke
Year 12
The dab

Oscar Pearce
Year 10
The sprinkler

VOX POP 
APC SRC ask - What’s your favourite dance move?

Congratulations to Kala Bailey who has just 
returned from a week in Sydney competing in 
the Georgina Hope Australian Ages swimming 
championships. Her relay team came away with 
a bronze medal in the U16 4x100 m freestyle, 
narrowing missing silver by 0.03 seconds in a 
nail biting finish!



The Great Learning Environments Debate

Oscar Pearce and Eloisa Moses-McMahon did APC 
proud on the 27th April as the only two students 
in “The Great Learning Environments Debate” a 
one off debate event run by the Association for 
Learning Environments to an audience of architects 
and educators. The debate was adjudicated by the 
Melbourne University Debating Society. The evening 
was hosted by Maxine McKew and features Dr Scott 
Alterator (La Trobe University), Marc Blanks (Executive 
Director of the Banyule Nillumbik and Whittlesea 
Tech Schools), Deborah Cordingley (Department of 
Education) and Wayne Hay (Baldasso Cortese). 

The topic was: “That future schools should be 
designed for the purpose of ‘learning’ rather than 
‘teaching’”. 

Oscar took upon the against position giving a stirring 
defence of the importance of teachers and Eloisa was 
for, brilliantly defending learning as the aim. Oscar’s 
team won but both students were amazing. Hats off 
to them for their impressive debating performances! 

This term at Albert Park College, the eLearning team are launching a new initiative to take advantage 
of the iPad Pro for teaching and learning. Selected staff members will pilot the new device, exploring 

its capacity to stimulate learning in the classroom. The Pencil 
component, in particular, will allow staff to model technical and 
creative drawing, as well as, maths and science-based graphs and 
formulas on any of our screens. Staff will also have the ability, via 
Google Classroom, to digitally annotate and return assessed work 
without any need for printing hard copies. We’re very excited to see 
what other applications this device will provide as we begin our 
exploration.

Josh Howard, e-learning Coordinator
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APC dance students perform in ‘Grease: the arena experience’

Congratulations to APC Dance students Maddy 
Appleby, Yasmin Bacarella, and Izzy Andrews, who 
performed as part of the mass ensemble of dancers 
at the ‘Grease: the arena experience’ performances at 
Hisense Arena in the holidays. Well done girls!

“Performing in Grease The Arena Experience on 13-
14 April was a chance of a lifetime. It started with 
auditions back in August 2017, an intensive boot 
camp in October and then performance preparation 
in January 2018. We then had daily rehearsals starting 
at 7.45am for the 2 weeks during the April school 
holidays. 

Yasmin, Izzy and I performed in three shows as part 
of the mass ensemble of nearly 500 teenagers at 
Hisense Arena in front of 7,000 people. Everyone got 
to come up with their own 1950s costume as if they 
were attending Rydell High. 

We made so many new friends and got to learn 12 acts 
with professional choreography alongside so many 
talented dancers and actors. The whole experience 
was incredibly exciting!”

by Maddy Appleby

$500 floated for Freeman Foundation future fundraising festivities fast following.

We’ll shake our tins again at the upcoming Athletics 
Day on Thursday, May 24th.  We aim to top the $500 
raised already.

We also welcome support from all within our 
community; parents, friends students and staff.  Get 
in contact with Mr Stanecki if you’d like to assist.

At our recent Swimming Sports Carnival, APC 
students and staff raised over $500 to contribute 
towards the Cathy Freeman Foundation.

The Foundation aims to eradicate an unwanted, 
enduring and growing divide within our nation; the 
gap in educational outcomes between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous students.  Find out more at the 
Cathy Freeman Foundation website.

Some spirited students are meeting with Mr Stanecki 
and Mr George Atrache to explore further fund-and 
awareness-raising activities.
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APC F1

The APC F1 teams were lucky enough to visit the F1 GP last month and met many wonderful people including 
Helen Arnot, Founder and Editor of Driven Women magazine. 

Helen has very kindly written an article about one of 
our teams in her magazine. The team Troop Athena 
is made up of Johanna Tam, Wynter Dallas, Kitty 
Wilson, Arabelle Edwards and Ella Tobin.

This article is fabulous publicity for F1 in Schools and 
also driving Women in STEM! We are so proud of all 
of them! Read the article here and have a look  at 
Troop Athena’s website here. 

New Senior Years Satchel 

We are pleased to introduce the new Senior Satchel, 
specially designed by Year 12 students for our senior 
years. 

As part of the development of the new bag, last 
year a group of senior students met with the team 
at Crumpler to discuss essential components of the 
design. The group worked together with the Crumpler 
team to build a mood board and identify key stylistic 
and practical features. Key features specific to the 
needs of senior students were identified; a secure 
padded laptop compartment, no superfluous pockets 
and a streamlined design suitable for cycling.

Students were able to make innovative use of the 
school colours by keeping the outside of the bag 
grey and blue and using the APC yellow to line the 
pockets.

The bag is available for purchase now through our 
uniform supplier, Bob Stewart. 
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https://drivenwomenmag.com/2018/04/meet-troop-athena/
https://troopathena.weebly.com/


Albert Park Rotary Club  

ANNUAL BOOK FAIR
Albert Park College, 83 Danks St, Albert Park

Friday 15 June

BENJAMIN LAW 
EMILIE ZOEY BAKER
Saturday 16 June

GRAEME SIMSION
ZOE MORRISON
TONI JORDAN

TICKETSAVAILABLESOON

PLUS

We are pleased to anounce this year’s fantastic speakers for our 2018 Lit Fest! 
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Koorie Student 
Pathways & Career Expo 

2018

Wednesday May 23rd 
9.30 am - 12 noon

Gatehouse Princes Pier, 2 Pier St, Port Melbourne VIC 3207

Available to Koorie students in Years 7 to 12 and parent/carers. 
Come along and find out what’s on offer for your career or 

education pathway. 
Meet key people who can assist you with further education or 

careeer options. 

Welcome to Country Ceremony / Light lunch provided 

Speakers and stalls include: 
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